GLASGOW CALEDONIAN UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT
ENGINEERING MATERIALS

 STUDENTS’ BRIEFING NOTE 
WEEK 1

Aim : The aim of this week’s activity is on the theme of “Why are materials so important to mankind?” “Where would we be without materials?”  This will lead on to the ideas of atoms and a short glimpse of the periodic table of the elements.

Discussion points for the feedback session :
1. Give examples of materials used in everyday applications.

2. How can they be grouped?

3. What are the main differences between the different groups?

Activity

You will undertake a critical review of the main classes of materials used in common engineering practice. You will be expected to exam the influence of mechanical, optical and electrical properties on the choice of a material for a particular application. 
	Class
	Material
	Properties
	Applications

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


