How To:
Work in a study group
· Ground rules

· Strengths of group working

· Organising the group
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STUDY GROUPS

Studying in small groups can be helpful, fun and can reduce your stress levels!

SOME GROUND RULES
DO

ESTABLISH CLEAR AIMS 
Are you preparing a seminar? Are you sharing the background reading for a topic? Studying for an exam, and questioning each other? Are you jointly writing a project?
TALK  
It is helpful if you let each other know what you are doing, remember you are part of a group not super person/martyr, the 

‘…I’ll just do everything myself!’

DECIDE ON THE DEVISION OF TASKS


Who is going to look for sources and where?  It is a waste of time if everyone searches the Internet / looks for the same books/ the same journals……………

ACCEPT THAT PEOPLE ARE DIFFERENT

Remember not everyone works at the same pace; you may be a ‘speedy Gonzales’ but others in the group may not have the time or energy to work at the same pace!

LOOK AT THE STRENGTHS IN THE GROUP 

People learn applying different preferences in their learning styles and study in different ways. Some are good at searching out references, others at note taking, writing up the project or keeping the group on track. You may be a natural leader, but remember leadership should be democratic. 
DECIDE ON A TIMETABLE 

Accept that people have a life outside the university. Group members may be working, or have family commitments. It is no help to anyone’s sanity if there are too many meetings but no time for the collection of information. Why not form a discussion group/online graffiti wall within GCU Learn. Ask your module leader /tutor for help with these ideas.
KEEP THE MEETINGS SHORT AND PURPOSEFUL

Do not become side-tracked. This is not the time for everyone to sit and moan, or commence to blame one another. You have a job to do. Agree on an agenda, and then you will know what you have achieved and what still needs to be done.
GET ON AND DO IT.

DO REMEMBER 
Remember to listen to each other. You can constructively criticise the material but NOT the person. Communicating on line? You need to remember the reader. Watch your tone when writing online.
DO REMEMBER 
The final product should clearly indicate which section is your work. Just because you have studied together this does not mean that you should be submitting the same work or someone else’s work under your name.

STILL HAVING PROBLEMS
Pop in as a group, or as an individual for an appointment with a member of the Learning Development Centre. 
Sometimes, someone outside the group can help the group work more cohesively.
For appointments contact:


T: 0141 273 1230�E: askldc@gcu.ac.uk�https://www.gcu.ac.uk/ebe/ldc/
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